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INTRODUCT ION

Dear Fellow Collectors,

We proudly prescnt the first issue of “The Collectors! Digest
Amual'. We are writinz this, of course, before we actually sece the re-
sult of our labours. It may Do that we shall not find it fit quite as
perfectly as a corplicated jiz-saw puzzle. If that De so we &re sure
you will take into account the conditions under whioch it has Deen nroe
duced, paragraphs written in the nildst of our business duties, research
oft tines by the aild of nidnight oil. Anyhow, even with a few possible
irperfeetions, we can, without conceit, clain that nothing of the kind
has becn atterpted before and we have cndeavoured to nake it to story
paper collectors' something as useful as '"Wisdens'! is to cricketers. If
sore 1ittle query arlses ve want you to say “let's sce what +the C. D,
Anmmal says" and hope that you will find thercin the answere

Dut hard as we have worked, our cefforts would have becn futile
had it not been for the invaluable help we have rceceived from a host of
friends by way of articlcs, sketches, sugiestions, advice. To each and
every one we say, from the botton of our hearts, “thank you',

We st say a specinl word about our cover desgign. When it
first catches your eye we have an idea that you nay Juwmp to the conclus-
ion that we had becn able to engaze the sarvices of that brilliant art-
ist of the Sexton Dlake publications, Eriec R. Farker. That wasn't so
of course, though you night be excused for thinking so. It vms drawmn
for us, however, by a professional artist who is a nenber and a real
friend to our little circle. He prefers to sign hinsclf "Nemo", and
"Nerao" he rust remain. If your verdict is that the contents live up to
the cover we shall bLe content.

In conclusion we nay say we are sufficiently optimistic to he
already taking time by the forelock and preparing "Collectors! Digest
Anmual" No. 2,

Yours sincerely,

Herbert Leckenby.

H. Mauricc Dond.
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The Colleckorss Digest "Whos Who'
by Herbert Leckenby.

Introduction

Even though this list covers scveral pages it it not suggested
it is in any way cormplete. Despite our appeals a nuiber of collectors
already members of our circle have not sent us dotails about themselv-
es. VWhere possible I have corpiled a few lines fron their letters -
written fron tine to tinme. Then of course, therc rwust be quite a No.
who have not as yet Joined our ranks. This is evident because alnost
every week we do add to our nuwibers. Should any of our readers know
any whose names do not appcar in our list w¢ should be grateful if they
would introduce then. We may then publish additional lists fron time
to time in the nonthly C.D.

Complete or not we are confident it vill be agreed the "Who! s
who" will be of the utmost valuc. Collectors wishing to buy, sell, or
exchange will have before then the nanes of those best able %o help
then. In passing we might mention that since we started the C.D. the
only ctiticisn we have received is that we give two ruch space to the
"Magnet", “Gen", "Union Jack" and others of the "modexrn" papers. o
trugs a glance at our collectors various intercsts will Justify our
policy.

When recading this i1ccord as a whole it should he vamarhared thek
although it appears alphabetically it has been corpiled as  debails
came in, thus here and therc it may have a cart berore the horse eff-
ect as it were. This has been unavoidable.

In conclusion may I say that compiling it has been a lengthy
but pleasant task. As I set ny eycs on what some of 1y fellow collect-
ors possess it made me wish I could seti off on a nonths tour to browse
over sorie of them. I could for instance spend nany days in the anazing
library of Mr. John Medcraft and then come away, like Oliver Twist -
longing for more. It is certainly astonishing that so many tens of
thousands of papers have escaped the salvage collectors and the rave
ishes of time.
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COLLECTORS' DIGEST “'JHO'S_ WHO".

ALLEN, Leonard . - 3, liontronery Drive, Shefficld 7.

A staunch menber of the E.S. Books! group. Has about 300 Nelson
Lee €Librarics and all the 3t. Franks' stories in the Schoolboys' Ovn
Library. Alsc 30 + yecarly vols Captrin, and school storics by Hadaith,
Cleaver, Bird, Wodshouse, ctc.

ADLEY. Derck =~ 19 Braithwaitc Gardens, Stammore, Middlesex.

Interested in Gons, Magnets, Nelson Lees and various other A.P.
Papcrs. The vriter has not hoard from him recently but belicves Mr.
Adlcy is still keen.

ARMITAGE. Thomas = 205, Batlcy Road, Alvertherpe, Wakeficld, Yorks.

Docs not nctually collect but as recaders of the C.D. know from his
Ibteregting articles knows  lot about the papers of 20 - 30 ycars ago,
wridtes entirely from menory and seldom nakes a nistoke,

BAGULEY. Joscph = "Moorings", Pensilva, Cornwall

In a useful collecticn ilr. Baguley has a good proporticn of
"Nelson Loes" and early "Schoolbeys Own Libraries", an elnost conplete
run of 'Boy's Friend 4d Libraries" from 1924; nany "itagnets", "Gens'",
and "Younz BDritains". He is 34 years of age, 5ft. 1lins in height and
turns the scnles at 14 stone 10 1lbs.

BAWDEN, +illian L., = No.7 Penryn St., Redruth, Cornwall.

Another with an enviable "Masnet" and "Gen" collection, ncarly
800 (eight hundred) of each. "Magnets" complete from No. 1178 to the
end, Also has about 400 (four hundred) "Schoolboy's Ovm Libraries" and
14 (fourtcen) "Holiday Annuals".

BARTLETT . Henry J.id., Peas Hill, Shipton Gorge, Dridport, Dorsct,
Intorested in all boy's papers particularly to older oncs. Is
anxious to get a coplete set of Dreadnouzhts.

BENNETT. R.V. = 64, Dudlcy Rd., Tinton, Staffs.
Has a splendid run of Magnets from 906 to the end wilth the solitary

exception of No.98l. Can anyone oblige Mr. Bennett? A typical cxanple |

of the notive for this Who's Who. In addition has about 600 Geng and

scveral dozen Nelson Lecs, Sexton Bleke's, Populars,

Posteript: ir. Bennctt has now obtained 9811 Nice work!?

BURROW. R. = 1 Albert Squarc, Armiley, Lecds.

Puts "Nelson Lees' first of all. Started collecting in crnest in
1937, at onc timc had nearly o complete set, but at present possesses
about 400, includinz 1 - 112 of the first serices. Has also about 300
"arnets" and 350 "Gens",

Why not &tdvertise in The Collector's Digest ?
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BAXEIDaLE, VINCENT 4  No. 1 Vincent Strcet, Openshaw, ianchester 11,

One of the younger generation, and like many more of his tine puts
"Magnets", "Gems", "Union Jacks" and "Nelson Lees" first and has a fair
mnumber of each. Also collects others of the moderns not so rmuch in
demand, such as "Pilot", "Ranger", "Champion", "Dullseyc", "Modern
Doys" ctc,

DRYANT. Jarcs W. = 151 Methilbrae, Methil, Fifceshirce, Scotland.

Is speeially interestcd in Nelson Lee Xmas nuribers, also Xnas
nuribers of all old boy's papcrs, nagazines and comics. Mr. Dryant is a
Chief Cinema projcctionist, 41 years of agc and has been collecting
since 1912

BOND. Herbert, Maurice, Charles = 10 Erw Wcn, Rhiwbina, Cardiff, S. Wales
Collector of all publications dealing with Soxton Dlake. Also intercsked
in all Amalgoamated Press publications especially "Magnet", "Gem", "Nelson
Lee", "Popular" and the "fourpennies". Collection includes 1,100 "Union
Jacks " of the second series (1903-1932). Has a complete run from No.1000
to the end with the exccption of 10 issucs. lost copics in good condition
many mint. Volume 1 of the "Union Jack" (original series 1894 - 1903)
bound. 10 Boy's Friend Librarics containing Sexton Blake stories excluding
three copies hound as the original editorial file copies. About two dozen
"Detective weeklies" (all early copies). 130 of the 382 "Sexton Blake
Libraries" First Scrics, 320 of the 744 "Sexton Dlake Libraries" Second
Serics. 158 (complcte to date) of the "Soxton Blake Librarics" Third
(current) Serics. All four of the published "Sexton Dloke Anmuals". A
Sexton Dlake Dust. Various other items includinz the Arthur Jones
portrait of Dlake presented with the thousandth issue of the "Union
Jack". Dound volunc of No's 1 - 25 Willianm Gander's "Story Paper
Collector". Favourite authors arc George Hamilton Tecd, Anthony Parsons,
Gwyn Evans, Robert Murray and John G. Drandon. Favourite U.J./S.B.L,
characters include Dr. Huxton Rymer (Teed), Georde lMarsden Plumer
(Osborne and Tced), Dr. Satira (Murray), "Splash" Page (Bvans), Roger
Sturges Vercker Purvale (Branﬂon) and Gunga Dass (Hill, Drisbane and
Parsons). Favourite artist - Bric R, Parker. Favourite (purple) period .
the 1920's. Favourite Dlake story 'The Case of thd Bogus MNonk" with
"The Harem Mystery" a close second.

Age 35, heipght 6ft. marricd with two children both of whome he
hopes will grow up to love the greatest charncter in juvenile (or any
other for that matter) fiction. Is the ovmer of a private circulating
library, a member of the Dritish Amateur Press Association and The
Publishers dAssociation. Fond of Classical rusic.

If its Magnets 2nd Gems you're after, send your
numbers required along to WILLIAM MARTIN, 93, Hillside,
Stonebridge Park, London, N.W,10., 'phone - Willesden 4474.
Alweys a large selection in stook - both early and late
numbers. Prices upon epplietion. If I have not got what
you went, names are put on & waiting list, and deslt with
in striot rotation. setisfaction guaranteed.

(4)



DOTTOMLEY., Fred - 48 Dovmhills Park Rd., Tottcnham, London N.17.

FPavouritc paper "The Iagnet™ of which he has six hundred hetween
1912 - 40. Also 250 "Gens" (1917 - 39), 120 "Denny Populars, 200
"Schoolboy's Ovn Libraries". Has heen collecting for 25 years. Mr.
Dottomley has often copics of the more popular 20th Century papers
for sale or cxchanze.

OACTHERTON. T.Y. = Heskin, Near Chorley, Lancashirc.

Intercsted in the anmalganated Press and Pearson Papers of the carly
years of the century. Doy's Fricnd, Doy's Leader etc. and is always
on the look out for additions tc his collection,

DRYaN 8.F. = 6 City Road, Pceterborousih.

Has only becen rcecollecting a few months but has already got toe
gether about 100 "Magnets" (his favourite). 100 "Gens" and about 60
"Schoolboy's Own Libraries".

DLYTHE. Rohert - 81 Alsen Rd., Holloway, London N.7.

Here is something really unique. Mr. Blythe is the proud owner of
a complete set of the Nelson Lec Library, believed to be the only one in
cxistenec. He can nmaturally clain to be an authority, and is always
willing to assist other Lee collectors on any matters concerning the
stories. Mr. DNlythe has alsc abcut 800 "Magnets'.

CHILD A 84 Gilderstone Averme, Dirmdingham 26.
One nore loyal adnirer and colleector of Nelson Lees.

CLOUWGH W,Hs = & Fonthill Grove, Balc, ilanchester.

Has been collecting about threc years, starting with the Aldine
"Dick Turpins" of which he is now ahout sixty. Has nlsc about the sane
nunber of "Doy's Pricend Threcpenny Librarics", and 100 assorted "“Gems",
"Magnets", "Union Jacks" ctc. 1Is desirous of getting together a
representative coll :etion of papers issued hetween 1901 and 1916.

COLCOMDE, willian H. = 256 South dverue, Southend-on-Sca,

First started collecting in 1940 and in the interval has built up
two fine collections of Sexton Dlcke Libraries and Union Jacks, and
through unavoidable circumstances disposcd of them. Is now in process
of forming a third and succceding very well for he has one hunred S.DB.Ls.
of the first series. Also has 500 Unlon Jacks and 50 Detective wecklics.
Has also started collecting lMagncts and obtained 200 so far together with
some 50 or so Schoolboyfs Own Libraries. Mr. Golcombe puts the S.D.L.
above all and has written some interesting articles for the monthly
C.D. He was born and bred in Scuthend, is 26 years of age, and is
erployed on the sccurity council staff of  local factory.

WANTED: 0dd numbers of Boys Books. Please send Iists.
A

411 letters enswered. Henry J.H.Bertlett, Peas Hill Ship-

ton Gorge, Bridport, Dorse

€.
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COOK J.¥W. = 178 Maria Strect, Denwell, Newcastle-on-Tyme.

& loyal nember of the "Nelson Lec" group, and through tircless
cffort has got to~dther a finc collection. dbout threc hundedof the
first (small) serics from 1986 to the end, a complcte sot with the
exception of about sixteen. Hasalso about two hundred of the later
"Magnets" and a similar nuriber of "Gems" onc hundred "Schoolboy's Ovm
Librarics", one hundred "Doy's Friend Libraries" (4d series) and a
rnuriber of "Sport's Dudgets", Jack's Paper", "Union Jacks" cte.

COX. Herbert Reginald = 73 Chelston Rd., Ruislip, Middlesex.

He has been guide, councillor and friend to many. Has had more
than one 3ood collection but at present hasn't any of the story papers.
Does, however, quite a lot of writing on the hobby, his greatest success
so far being his "Sexton Dleke File in Hutchinson Saturday Dook for 1947,

CHIDWICK. Ronald - 96 llorehall Avenuc, Folkestone.

Here we present the youngest member of our clan for Reonald is only
14 years of agec. Recently discovered Sexton Dlakc and looks like
developing into one of his kecnest admirers. 'Would be grateful «f any
help in buildings up a collection .

CORBETT. J. = 49Glyn Farm Road, “uinton, Dimiinzhan.

Is a "Magnet" fan first and foremost. Degan re-collecting in
1940 and has now about o commlcete set between 1929 - 1940. Has also
"Holiday Annuals" 1925 to 1930 and a few "Gems". Is anxdious to obtain
"Magneta" between 1922 - 29, Mrs. Corbett is almost as keen a reader
of the "Magnet" as her husband. Lucky Mr. Corbett! There are sone
colledtors who arc not so fortunate in have such understanding vives.
Mr. Corbett is also greatly interested in classical music and posscsses
eight hundred first class records.

DANIEL. Charles wW. ~ 268 Tomswood Hill, Ilford, Esscx.

Mr., Daniel calls his collection small; its certainly good and to
be envied, especially by the veterans. IMr. Daniel was born in London
on Septerber 14th 1884 and has been a kecn collector since about 1914.
His most prized item is 2 complete set of the very scarce "Ching,
Ching" stories. He has complete runs of the shorter lived journnls
such as "Doy's Monster weckly", "Doy's Jubilec Journal', "Doy's
Graphic (1902 = 3) ctc. Selections of "Doy's of England", Doys of
the Bwpirce", "Doy's Conic Journal" etc. Volumes of "Doy's Herald",
"Nelson Lee Library", "Gem", "Magnet", "Marvel", "Pluck", "Vanguard",
(Trapps Holmes). Representative collection of Aldines and Hendersons,
a fow Lloyds and others of the early "bloods". Yes, a very intcresting
collection. Mr. Danicl likes stories with a huncrous touch, school
stories with a plot, detective and wild west yarns but has no anterest
in spert or war stories.

Heppy Christmes and & Prosperous New Year to all Readers
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Wild Boys of London". Anong Aldines he is cspecially keen on the
"Invention Library" (Frank Reade).

FOSTER G.C. = 26 Kclso Place, London «#,.8.

At onc tinge possessed a special collection of "Gems", "liagnets"
"oy's Friends", "Zrpires" and other G.P., papers, but at present has
only a few Jack, Sam and Dete Doy's Friend Libraries and the carly
St. Jin's and Greyfriars storics published in that library. Has come
across the papers in a2ll sorts of unexpected places whilst serving
oversens. Is an author hinsclf having about 30 popular novels to his
credit, 2lso vrites as "Senforth',

Have you ordered your Next Year's coples of The
Collector's Digest yet ?
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